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WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTAL CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATION? 

An Environmental Civil Society Organisation is an organisational structure whose 

members serve Environmental and general interests through a democratic process, and 

which plays the role of mediator between public authorities, businesses, and citizens.

This means that Environmental CSO are diverse in their shapes and sizes, but all share a 

common goal within a wider mission to promote a sustainable development for all and 

They can include grassroots organisations, non-governmental organisations, social 

partners, among many others. 

*Adapted from EUR- Civil Society Organisation
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/glossary/civil_society_organisation.html


PREAMBLE

We are currently facing what are perhaps the biggest challenges ever encountered by 

our society: climate change and biodiversity destruction. These two go hand in hand, 

and it is up to each one of us to be part of the solution. 

The role of Environmental Civil Society Organisations (Environmental CSO) in this 

process is, we believe, crucial. Our work in close proximity to local communities places 

us in a unique and privileged position to foster a much needed systemic change.

We also believe that only together, as a society, across all levels and fields, we can 

accomplish change. But not all are yet on board, and the movement initiated by the 

European Green Deal towards a truly sustainable society risks breaking apart, if we fail 

to recognise and act upon this gap.
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PREAMBLE

It is therefore with great hope that we witness the emergence of the New European 

Bauhaus program, as an opportunity to re-invent and re-imagine our future. This is our 

message to support the build-up of a new program where creativity and dialogue are 

crucial to its success. 

This message is the result of a group of Environmental Civil Society Organisations that 

met to debate their needs, concerns, motivations and aspirations in relation to the New 

European Bauhaus. It is the result of our on-the-ground experiences and collective 

discussions.

Let us now and together recognise the distance of many European Union citizens to this 

green movement and engage each one in this transition. Let us together mind this gap 

and close this gap.
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART I ON PROMOTING A SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: THRIVING WITHIN THE LIMITS 

OF NATURE 

1. Recognise and inscribe the importance of change towards a sustainable model that 

operates within the natural boundaries of our planet, addressing issues such as 

biodiversity, climate change, energy consumption, health, mobility, accessibility and  

well being.

2. Recognise and inscribe the need for boosting a circular economy at all levels of our 

society, and acknowledge the importance of context and local community-specific 

circular models.

3. Recognise and inscribe the need to re-think the current unsustainable consumption 

patterns of our society as to adjust them within the planet boundaries.
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART I ON PROMOTING A SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: THRIVING WITHIN THE LIMITS 

OF NATURE 

4. Recognise and inscribe the essential role played by the built environment in its 

broader understanding and how we should work towards their redesign, adaptability, 

reversibility, decarbonisation, and energy consumption reduction.

5. Recognise and inscribe the need to develop banks of materials to be easily reused, 

collecting them from existing human-made sources, instead of further depleting our 

natural system. 
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART II - ON THE NEW EUROPEAN BAUHAUS FRAMEWORK

6. Recognise and inscribe that change needs to be systemic and therefore 

multidisciplinary and multisectoral across all levels and priorities of the New European 

Bauhaus.

7. Recognise and inscribe that systemic change requires engaging with each and every 

citizen and local communities, through dialogue, empathy and cooperation. 

8. Recognise and inscribe the Sustainable Development Goals as a structure within the 

New European Bauhaus to guide us towards concrete and on-the-ground systemic 

impact.
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART III - ON THE ROLE, POTENTIAL AND NEEDS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATIONS

9. Recognise and inscribe Environmental CSO across the EU, as key dialogue brokers 

and mediators with communities, authorities, businesses and policy-makers.

10. Recognise and inscribe the potential of Environmental CSO to promote systemic 

change and acknowledge the importance of our own re-invention. 

11. Recognise and inscribe the need to promote cooperation across diverse sectors and 

how Environmental CSO can become relevant connectors in these processes.

12. Recognise and inscribe how Environmental CSO and Creatives of diverse fields 

should cooperate to support the building-up and feeding of a new narrative of change.
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART III - ON THE ROLE, POTENTIAL AND NEEDS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CIVIL SOCIETY 

ORGANISATIONS (cont.)

13. Recognise and inscribe how Environmental CSO can become local beacons and 

drivers for state of the art solutions for the built environment, energy consumption, 

citizen engagement, sustainable materials, waste management, among many others.

14. Recognise and inscribe how many Environmental CSO still need to be engaged and 

learn about the New European Bauhaus if they are to take part in this change.

15. Recognise and inscribe the fragility of many Environmental CSO and how the proper 

instruments to strengthen and capacitate them need to be put in place. 
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OUR RECOMMENDATIONS

PART IV - ON THE GEOMETRY OF FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

16. Recognise and inscribe how many Environmental CSO are not yet immersed in 

networking processes leading up to their involvement in funding possibilities.

17. Recognise and inscribe how many Environmental CSO do not have the capacity to 

lead major funding initiatives for implementing on-the-ground change.

18. Recognise and inscribe the importance of providing different funding models, from 

direct to third-party funding, available to all organisations, including Environmental 

CSO.
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SUBSCRIBERS

Rio Neiva Environmental NGO

AAMDA Friends of Mindelo Association for Environmental Defense - Environmental ONGA

APEMETA Portuguese Association of Environmental Technologies Businesses

FuturePlus The Association for Sustainable Development

raum AU - NGO Culture

SOPRO - Solidarity and Promotion Non-Governmental Organization for Development

EEP European Environmental Bureau

Mamagea Environmental Organisation

AMI Foundation

EDA - Essays and Dialogues Association

Coglobal.es 

Cooperative A.ME.LIN.C.- O.N.L.U.S.

PEFC Portugal Sustainable Forest Management Certification System
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http://www.rioneiva.com/
http://aamda.pt/
http://www.apemeta.pt/apemeta/Home.aspx?r=47
https://www.viitorplus.ro/
https://www.facebook.com/raumau
https://sopro.org.pt/
https://eeb.org/
https://mamagea.gr/
https://ami.org.pt/en/
https://e-da.pt/
https://coglobal.es/
http://www.amelinc.eu/
https://pefc.pt/


SUBSCRIBERS

Let's do this Corfu!

Umanotera, The Slovenian Foundation for Sustainable Development

We4All NGO

Consorzio Comunità Brianza

RIHRDO - Rural Infrastructure and Human Resource Development Organization

OPEN FOR ENDORSEMENTS!

Follow instructions at - www.shorturl.at/bjnNZ

or email geral@rioneiva.com
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/lets.do.this.Corfu
https://www.umanotera.org/english/
https://we4all.com/
https://comunitamonzabrianza.it/en/tourism-environment-and-social-agriculture/
https://rihrdolakki.org/
http://www.shorturl.at/bjnNZ
mailto:geral@rioneiva.com
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